What is SCHOOL READINESS
in Connecticut?
“School readiness includes the readiness of
the individual child, the school’s readiness
for children, and the ability of the family
and community to support optimal early
child development. It is the responsibility
of schools to be ready for all children at
all levels of readiness.”

Early learning and growth is an ongoing process that begins before birth
and is influenced by many factors. Often, attention is given to children’s skills
at transition points, such as kindergarten entry, however, no one set of skills at
any given time can determine school readiness. When families, communities
and schools work together to support children’s early learning and growth:
•

Families have the resources and knowledge to support their children’s
health and development beginning before birth.

•

Communities support families, schools, early caregivers
and children in a coordinated way.

•

Schools and early learning settings support all
children, no matter their background or skill level.

•

Children are eager and ready to learn and grow.

– American Academy of Pediatrics

SCHOO
L
READIN
ESS:

It’s not
just
a progr
am.

Communities support school readiness by:
Families support school readiness by:
•

Helping their children grow and develop.

•

Gaining knowledge and accessing necessary
community supports.

•

Partnering with schools, the community and
other caregivers to support children’s growth.

•

Advocating in their children’s best interests.

•

Supporting their children’s lifelong learning

•

Contributing to their children’s health, safety
and stability.

Coordinating the delivery of resources to help
families meet basic needs, manage stress, learn
about parenting and child development, and
create social connections.

•

Generating responsive, effective resources.

•

Supporting community partnerships.

•

Respecting and acknowledging diversity.

When families, communities and schools
work together to support school readiness,
children will:

Schools and early learning environments
support school readiness by:
•

•

Building relationships among everyone interested
in supporting families’ and children’s growth and
learning.

•

Communicate their thoughts and feelings.
through words and actions.

•

Be attentive to their surroundings.

•

Learn by exploring.

•

Show curiosity.

•

Have positive relationships with children and
adults and learn how to make friends.

•

Play, including pretend and interactive games.

•

Feel safe and valued.

•

Providing a safe, nurturing, culturally open
environment.

•

Having strong, positive relationships with children
and families.

•

Viewing children’s learning and growth as a
process and not as a point in time.

•

Show respect for self and others.

•

Solve problems and resolve conflicts.

•

Supporting children’s physical, emotional
and intellectual growth.

•

•

Welcoming all families and children.

•

Using ways of teaching and assessment that
meet all developmental needs and learning styles.

•

Supporting transitions between programs
and grades.

Make progress across all areas (physical health
and motor development; language and literacy;
social and emotional development; creative arts
expression; cognitive and general knowledge,
including science, mathematics and social studies;
and approaches to learning). *

Representatives from the following organizations and agencies
participated in the development of this document:
Connecticut Early Childhood Alliance, Connecticut Association of Schools,
Connecticut Education Association, Connecticut Charts-a-Course, Action for
Bridgeport Community Development, Connecticut Association of Boards of
Education, Hartford School Governance Council, Newington Public Schools,
West Hartford Public Schools, Capitol Region Education Center, New Haven
Public Schools, Child Health and Development Institute of Connecticut ,
Connecticut Association for the Education of Young Children, Connecticut
Head Start Training and Technical Assistance Center, Connecticut State
Department of Education, Eastern Connecticut State University, Hartford Area
Child Care Collaborative, Connecticut Children’s Medical Center, American
Federation of Teachers-CT, Women’s League Child Development Center.

* These domains will be addressed by Connecticut’s
Early Learning and Development Standards draft
expected in late 2013.

References:
American Academy of Pediatrics.
Technical Report: school readiness. (2008)
http://pediatrics.aappublications.org/content/121/4/
e1008.full.pdf
Getting Ready: Findings from the National School Readiness
Indicators Initiative. A 17 State Partnership. (2005)
http://www.gettingready.org
Center for the Study of Social Policy. Strengthening Families:
a protective factors framework.
http://www.cssp.org/publications/strengtheningfamilies/SF-and-home-visiting-one-pager-FINAL.pdf

