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	Topics of Discussion
	Recommendations
	Action Steps

	Introductions

Project Director offered brief overview of the role of the workgroup and overall connection to the ECE Cabinet, primarily for the benefit of the guest presenters.
Meriden Family Zone
Geri Kogut, of Meriden Children First and Karen Delane, Child Guidance Clinic for Central Connecticut, provided a historical overview and status update on the Meriden Children First acquisition of a federal Promised Neighborhood grant.  Meriden Family Zone, as this initiative is called, is a $465,000 neighborhood planning grant.  

The catchment area of the Meriden Family Zone is 40 blocks that consist of three low performing schools.  80% of the housing code violations are from this neighborhood, with residents of approximately 12,555.  Some assets of the Zone include 200 Parent Leadership Training Institute (PLTI) graduates, the Library and a Department of Public Health.
This community is the smallest of 15 chosen nationally to receive this funding for neighborhood development.

Home Visitation is one aspect of the neighborhood plans, being offered to 25 families that initially start off with weekly visits for comprehensive needs assessment.
The current home visitors come to their positions with experiences from Family Resource Centers and Nurturing Families—who are often formally trained in Parents as Teachers Home Visitation Curriculum.

The philosophy of the Zone is to minimize family isolation through an emphasis on family supports and parent leadership/advocacy.
The data collection/evaluation of the plans to date is being conducted by Jim Farnham. 

Darcy Lowell, ChildFIRST updated the group on the most recent Model Developers meeting on February 14th and the PEW Summit that occurred on February 15 & 16.
The Model Developers meeting focused on data and the complexity of benchmarks being collected differently in each state and across communities.
Concerns expressed with the absence of standardized process for data collection and reporting by the Home Visitation models being implemented.

DPH update on Home Visitation provided by Donna Maselli, per request of workgroup member:
· DPH continues to work with the four communities implementing Home Visitation grants, those communities being, 

· New London implementing Nurse Family Partnership model;

· Wyndam and New Britain implementing Parents as Teachers Model; and 

· Ansonia/Derby implementing the Early Head Start Model.

Donna M. indicated that the benchmarks for the communities have been approved and can be found on the DPH website.
Trish Torruella informed the group that due to her change in responsibilities at the Office of Children, Youth, Families and Recreation she will no longer be able to act in the capacity of co-chair of the Workgroup.

	The Meriden Children Zone planning team representatives are invited to attend this Cabinet workgroup meetings when deemed relevant and encouraged to keep up to date on the work of the group on the Cabinet website.
The primary themes from the PEW Summit included the need for, 

· Collaboration between home visitation models;

· Communication to provide transparency;

· Continuum to ensure that all programs are supporting young children comprehensively;

· Continuous improvement through the integration of models, as in the case of PAT with Nurturing Families.

Home Visitation Models should be responsive to community needs.
Inquiry by work group member of the extent to which Health Resources and Services Administration (HRSA) is tapping into lessons learned from the development of common measures in the case of Healthy Start.

Question posed as to how HRSA is collecting data on infant mortality.

Recommendation that Connecticut be proactive in utilizing training and technical assistance being made available through HRSA for home visitation expansion and development.

Elaine Zimmerman to make recommendation for another co-chair to the leadership team of the Cabinet.
	Geri K., to send an electronic copy of the Meriden Family Zone Planning Process on-pager for posting on the Cabinet website under the FI/HV workgroup resources.
Next Meeting: April 25, 2012, 9:00 AM at the Commission on Children


