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	Topics of Discussion
	Recommendations
	Action Steps

	Introductions
Elaine Z. initiated a reflective discussion on the recent home visitation focus of the workgroup, and the intent to realign that focus to include a larger scope of family engagement strategies. 
The question was posed to the group for consideration as to whether all the right stakeholders are at the table of this workgroup to ensure ongoing rich discussions on the range of family engagement opportunities.
Cheryl Burack expressed interest in group membership, and Elaine confirmed her participation,
Updates
The press release on DPH’s acquisition of additional Home Visitation funding was shared with the group
The approved models of home visitation being implemented in CT under the aforementioned grant were reviewed:
ChildFirst, Parents as Teachers (PAT), Nurse Family Partnerships, and Early Head Start. 

The question was raised as to whether any of the home visiting models explicitly address special healthcare needs of children and families

Elaine provided a brief overview of the criteria for selecting communities to participate in the home visiting grant implementation, with one primary criteria being the vulnerability of children and families.  The criteria for selection of  home visitation sites also include the resources available in towns and how many programs they already had for vulnerable families
Cross training of professionals was identified as possibly linked to the work of the Professional Development/Workforce workgroup.
Group discussion on the existing research on Parent Leadership.  The RMC evaluation of Parent Leadership Training Institute was distributed.

Elaine provided a legislative budget update that reflects funding for “Parent Universities” in the Education Reform Bill to promote family engagement.
The Parent Trust was in the budget at the same figures as last year and in a public private partnership with Graustein.


Also noted efforts to put in funds for fatherhood initiative and that this has taken place with 250,000 in the budget for the John Martinez Fatherhood Initiative 

	The recommendation was made that conversations of home visiting expansion should not neglect those at risk, including those with special healthcare needs.  The point was emphasized that it is important to strategically raise and position those issues that would otherwise be ignored.
Family Resource Centers were identified as a significant resource in communities to connect families with these home visiting services.  This resource was offered as an option at the most recent DPH Home Visitation Advisory Council meeting.  Inquiry was made into whether the HV Advisory meetings are open, and it was confirmed that while the advisor team is prescribed the meetings are open for external attendance.
The need for a statewide home visiting network was expressed. 

The group was encouraged to see P.5 of the report for clarification on, what is parent leadership training and why it is done?

It was emphasized that there needs to be a switch in the culture of serving high needs children and families from deficit approach.
Too often parents are not recognized as stakeholders in a “real” way.

	The strategy of cross trainings was again revisited with increased urgency.  The topics for initial consideration are,

Families with special needs,

Fatherhood,

Literacy, and 

Domestic Violence/Trauma.

Members of the workgroup volunteered to develop budgets for said trainings, Jennifer C., Doug E. and Cheryl B., respectively.
The purpose of these trainings was articulated as a means to creating a network of knowledgeable people going into the homes of children and families.

Next Meeting: TBA


