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Needs Assessment Update
· State Advisory Councils (SAC) are required by the Head Start Act, as amended in 2007, to “conduct periodic statewide needs assessments on the quality and availability of early childhood education and development programs and services from birth to school entry.”
· This Assessment was informed by data gathered from Connecticut’s Race to the Top-Early Learning Challenge Application, the Statewide Needs Assessment for Maternal, Infant and Early Childhood Home Visiting Programs, data compiled by the National Association of Child Care Resource and Referral Agencies, the CT Voices for Children 2010 and 211 Early Care and Education Progress Report, CT Voices for Children State of Working Connecticut 2011 report, the National Center on Family Homelessness State Report Card on Homelessness, the Connecticut Coalition to End Homelessness most recent report on “Portraits of Homelessness in CT,” Annie E. Casey Foundation 2011 Kids Count Data Book, the 2011 Connecticut Birth to Three System annual report and the SAC Workgroups.  
· The State Advisory Council Needs Assessment will be available in final draft at the February meeting.
Workgroup Updates
Data Systems
The workgroup convened on January 19, 2012 with a webinar facilitated by the Center on Educational Statistics State Support Team on Effective Planning for Including Early Childhood Data in the State Longitudinal Data Systems.
Action Items
· Review work plans for capacity to move forward or make amendments.
· Co-chairs and Project Director to meet to determine next steps.
· Schedule a follow up meeting with the State Support Team.

Professional Development/Workforce 
[bookmark: _GoBack]The workgroup met on January 7, 2012 to conduct a thorough review of the call for proposal by the workgroup for a consultant to facilitate the consortium work of strengthening articulation agreements between Connecticut colleges and universities, with recommendations to inform next steps in developing shared coursework across colleges and universities.  In addition, the scope of work was reviewed for a consultant to conduct an early care and education workforce competency alignment activity that results in a report that outlines the strengths, redundancy, missing content, missing competency sets and recommendation for next steps in developing a Connecticut Workforce Knowledge and Competency Framework.  
Prior to the review of the scope of work for each consultant role, workgroup members who could potentially be interested in being applicants for those roles were asked to recuse themselves from the balance of the meeting.  Darlene Raggozine, of Charts-a-Course, did leave the meeting during the review of the scope of work.
Action Items
· Request for proposals to be distributed to the CAHS ECE listserv on January 23, 2012, with a deadline response of February 15, 2012.
· The work group meeting on February 21, 2012 will be committed to review applicants.

Early Learning Standards
The workgroup met on January 20, 2012.  The group reviewed two responses to a call for proposal for a consultant to conduct an alignment study of early learning standards currently existing in Connecticut, including the Preschool Curriculum Framework, the Preschool Assessment Framework, the Head Start Child Development and Early Learning Framework, the Common Core Standards in Math and Language Arts, and the Curriculum Frameworks for Science and Social Studies; facilitate stakeholders’ input into the process of designing Connecticut Early Learning Standards Birth to Five that are aligned with K-12 standards, and develop a blueprint of the key elements and next steps in developing Connecticut’s standards.  The proposals submitted were from Kathleen Hebbeler and Cornelia Taylor, of SRI International and Drs. Sharon Lynn Kagan, Catherine Scott-Little, and Jeanne L. Reid, from Teachers College at Columbia University.  The workgroup indicated their overall preference for the proposal from SRI International and asserted the importance of the consultants capturing the full birth to five continuum in every aspect of the work.
Action Items
· Workgroup chair to contact Dr. Sharon Lynn Kagan to inform her of the status of the proposal.
· A subset of the workgroup volunteered to conduct a call to SRI international to discuss clarifications in their proposal.
· Project Coordinator, Andrea Brinnel, to meet with EASTCONN staff to discuss contracting protocol.
Family Involvement/Home Visitation 
The workgroup convened on January 5, 2012 and was informed that Connecticut was selected by Zero to Three to receive technical assistance in our efforts to integrate Home Visitation into the overall early childhood education system.  The group reviewed the final draft of the application that was submitted to Zero to Three, and had an extensive discussion on Home Visitation as a vehicle to addressing the preparation and achievement gap of young children.
Action Items
· Workgroup co-chair, Elaine Zimmerman, to contact Zero to Three to inquire of the option to add an additional member to participate in the State Policy Action Team meeting on Integrating Home Visitation.
· The workgroup identified the areas of Fatherhood, Literacy, Special Healthcare Needs of Children and Families, and Brain Development as key areas for integration into the early care and education system.  Cross training of agencies and programs was identified as a first step in the integration process.
· Workgroup requested more intentional integration of Family Involvement and Home Visitation into the plans of all workgroup of the Cabinet.

For more detailed updates and full summary of workgroup meetings, membership and future schedule of meetings visit, http://www.ctearlychildhood.org/
Submitted by Sherry Linton-Massiah
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